Fall 2017

50 Golden Years

Le Bal de Ballet Presents its Class of 2018

I

t was fitting that the 50th anniversary announcement reception of the Le Bal de Ballet
Debutantes and Young Men of Distinction came on a golden fall evening at the Cherry
Hills Country Club.This year’s group of 32 Debutantes and 21 Young Men of Distinction came
from 16 Metro Denver high schools and one from Vail. They are accomplished in academics,
sports, music, theater, leadership and philanthropy.

“Tonight was a wonderful celebration of their extraordinary
accomplishments,” says Le Bal Chair Kari Stewart. “I’m so proud
and honored to chair the event this year and I look forward to
spending time with these amazing young men and women.”
The honorees will enjoy a full schedule of social events throughout the coming school year
before their presentation on June 9, 2018 at the Ellie Caulkins Opera House. Dinner and
dancing at the Sheraton Denver Downtown Hotel will follow.
“They are the best of the best,” Kari says. “They’ve already made a real effort to get to know
each other and it’s such a delight to see them form friendships that I hope they’ll have long
after our 50th anniversary event.”
-- continued on page 7
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you reflect on the 2017
“andAslook
forward to 2018,
please consider taking the
time to volunteer with the
Denver Ballet Guild.

			

”

–Marlo Wagner

The mission of the Denver Ballet Guild
shall be to stimulate interest in ballet and
other forms of dance; to promote dance at
all levels; to conduct dance education; to
develop audiences; to conduct fundraising
activities to support and promote dance
and to disburse funds for such purposes.

2
d

A Letter From Our President

A

s the weather gets colder and
we begin to look forward to the

holidays, I’d like to take a moment to
thank each and every one of you for your
interest and participation in the Denver
Ballet Guild.
For more than 35 years, our mission has
been to support the arts – particularly
dance in Denver – and our group is still as
diligent and energized as ever.
In this issue of the newsletter, we
highlight the introduction of our 32
Debutantes and 21Young Men of
Distinction, who began their Le Bal
2018 year in September at the Cherry
Hills Country Club. They are fortunate to
participate in the historic 50th Golden
Celebration of Le Bal de Ballet next June.
We had second successful year of Art in
Motion, with the theme, “Hop on the Bus
with Us.” Proceeds of the event will be
used to pay for the buses that take more
than 5,000 Denver children to see live

dance performances from professional
companies Performing Arts Complex
at Pinnacle Charter School in Federal
Heights. This four-day Showcase of Dance
is sponsored by the DBG. We’d also like
to extend special thanks to Jeb and Nikki
Todd, owners of Visions West in RiNo, who
generously donated their gallery space
to us.

Please also take
time to donate
to the DBG on
Colorado Gives
Day, Dec. 5. Your
support is vital for
us to continue our
work supporting dance and the arts in
Metro Denver.

Les Cygnettes and Les Demoiselles had
another great start to their year. Les Cyg
girls and their moms let their creativity
shine at a fun painting event at the start
of their season. And both Les Cygs and
Les Dems got to see the national debut
of Frozen at the Buell this fall. There are
157 middle and high school girls are
participating in Les Cygs and Les Dems
this year with more events to come in
2018.

We’re headed into a busy time of year.
But as you reflect on the 2017 and look
forward to 2018, please consider taking
the time to volunteer with the Denver
Ballet Guild. We are always looking for new
members and old friends, who can share
their time and talents. We need you! If you
have questions about our programs or
would like to volunteer, please email me at
marlowagner@q.com.

Stayed tuned for information on upcoming
events, Madams & Martinis next February
and the Young Dancers Competition in
March 2018.

Enjoy a wonderful holiday season full of
fun, family, friends and new memories!
Best wishes,

Marlo

Nominate a Talented Teen

D

o you know a current high school junior who would like to be presented as a Debutante or
Young Man of Distinction for Le Bal de Ballet 2019? If you currently hold a paid membership
in the Denver Ballet Guild, you’re welcome to nominate. The theme for the 51st Le Bal de Ballet is
The Emerald City.
Nominees should display outstanding achievement in academics, athletics, conduct,
extracurricular activities, community service and the arts. Their families should reflect concern for,
support of and involvement in the community. Members and participation of the parents in the
Denver Ballet Guild are encouraged.
•
•
•

•

Honorees will be presented in June 2019, the year of their high school graduation.
Nominations will be accepted until 5 p.m., Jan. 15, 2018.
should be filled out as
thoroughly as possible to ensure the nominee’s best possible chance of selection.
The Guild sponsor should ensure the interest of both the nominee and his or her parents
before submitting the form. Should the nominee be accepted, there is a non-refundable
presentation/activity fee of $2,750, which includes a two-year membership in the Denver
Ballet Guild. Fees are due March 1, 2018.
Honorees’ families are expected to fill a table of at least 10.

All proceeds from Le Bal go toward funding the Denver Ballet Guild’s philanthropic activities. For more information, check out
our website, or contact Julie Bearup, Le Bal de Ballet 2019 chair, (303) 475-6398, or julie.a.bearup@gmail.com.
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2018 Le Bal de Ballet Honorees!
Miss Patricia Blake Abbott

East High School

Miss Savannah Bystrom Mease

Colorado Academy

Mr. Brady Fie Anderson

Colorado Academy

Mr. Christian Randolph Mellon

Regis Jesuit High School

Miss Olivia Lee Baglieri

Kent Denver School

Mr. Seth Rossiter Mellon

Regis Jesuit High School

Miss Grace Hannah Cooper Berlind

Colorado Academy

Miss Payton Lee Moody

Arapahoe High School

Miss Madeline Clark Bronson

Denver Waldorf School

Miss Jillian Suzannah Murphy

Colorado Academy

Miss Erin Lynn Buckley

Arapahoe High School

Miss Keiana Rose Naiman

Kent Denver School

Mr. Gregory Brandon Cain

Colorado Academy

Mr. Max Steven Nelson

Kent Denver School

Miss Kailey Saya D’Ambrosia

Cherry Creek High School

Miss Fiona Ann Neylon

Regis Jesuit High School

Denver School of the Arts

Mr. Jonathan Arnott Obregon

East High School

Miss Caroline Grace Oudet

Kent Denver School

George Washington 		
High School

Mr. Charles Watson Reid

Kent Denver School

Miss Chole Mae Richards

Kent Denver School

Miss Harper Anne Finch

Arapahoe High School

Miss Carolyn Cooper Robbins

Kent Denver School

Miss MacKenzie Kylee Fisher

Regis Jesuit High School

Mr. Cooper Banks Sampson

Vail Mountain School

Miss Abigail Anne Hale

Valor Christian High School

Mr. Lucas McLean Sawyer

East High School

Mr. Walker Warren Hamilton

Colorado Academy

Mr. John Adam Schabacker IV

Rock Canyon High School

Mr. Jackson Kent Harvey

Arapahoe High School

Miss Alyssa Helen Schmidt

Regis Jesuit High School

Miss Claire Catherine Hutchison

Kent Denver School

Miss Natalie Martha Shelden

Miss Annabelle Elizabeth Johnson

Valor Christian High School

George Washington High 		
High School

Miss Payton Dakota Kuchman

Heritage High School

Mr. Hunter Elliott Sherrard

Regis Jesuit High School

Miss Katharine Diane Leede

Valor Christian High School

Mr. Cole Dewell Smith

Colorado Academy

Mr. Stryker Chase Lewis

Cherry Creek High School

Miss Kali Alexia Soudani

Regis Jesuit High School

Miss Molly Jordan Little

Thomas Jefferson 		
High School

Mr. Skee Golden Springman

East High School

Miss Sydney Mariel Kitsu Turner

Colorado Academy

Miss Carley Isabel Lockton

Denver Academy

Mr. Noah Bays VanSickle

Kent Denver School

Mr. Adam Erick McDaniel

Heritage High School

Miss Halle Anne Walker

Regis Jesuit High School

Miss Molly Diane McDonald

Valor Christian High School

Miss Clare Ashley Weisiger

Regis Jesuit High School

Mr. Charles Ronald McKissick

Kent Denver School

Mr. Grant Mitchell Whittelsey

Regis Jesuit High School

Miss Estee Rose Dechtman

Mr. Charles Frederick Allan Dinegar D’Evelyn High School
Miss Genevieve Elizabeth Emerson

Community Enrichment Grants
The Denver Ballet Guild contributes $85,000 annually to Denver ballet companies as part of our community
enrichment grants program.
This year, grants were awarded to the 3rd Law Dance/Theater, Ballet Ariel, Boulder Ballet, Cleo Parker Robinson
Dance, Colorado Ballet, Hannah Kahn Dance Company, Kim Robards Dance, Wonderbound and the Zikr Dance
Ensemble. Congratulations dance companies!

Stay Social
The DBG is on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram – check us out and like us! We want to share
all the cool things we’re doing. We welcome your comments.
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DBG Celebrates Art in Motion

T

hanks to everyone who attended and contributed to Art in Motion, a fun event to raise money for the buses needed to transport children to Showcase of Dance. The event had a special location this year – at Visions West, a contemporary art gallery
in RiNo. Jeb and Nikki Todd generously donated their gallery space to the DBG for this event. We also would like to thank artist
Tracy Stuckey, Three Tomatoes Catering and all of you who generously donated to our bus fund. Special thanks to Marlo Wagner,
Elise Ford and Jean Armstrong, who planned the event.

A Toast to DBG!

Raise your glass and join us for the annual
Madams & Martinis event, Friday, Feb. 23, 2018.

T

ickets will be $75 for great food, champagne, cocktails,
and of course, martinis! Pamela Adams hosts the event at

her 1884 historic Denver home, where she will offer tours and
a warm atmosphere for Guild members.
Valet parking will be provided. And as always, it’s Ladies Only!

Stay tuned for more information!

Les Dems & Les Cygs Have a Frozen Day!

T
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he Les Demoiselles and Les Cygnettes have had a great start to their season by being among the first people to see Frozen,
the musical that debuted in Denver last September. Les Cygs also had a fun time with their moms at Canvas and Cocktails
(without the cocktails, of course). Les Dems also enjoyed Dracula, performed by the Colorado Ballet. Both groups are set for
a Father/Daughter event at the Punchbowl Social in December. Events in 2018 include the ballet Romeo and Juliet and the
musical Aladdin, among other performances.
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DBG Celebrates Dance at Fall Luncheon
Denver Ballet Guild members met and mingled on a sunny September day for the annual fall luncheon at the Denver Country Club. Dancers
from Ballet Ariel treated attendees to a series of lively performances. Thanks to party planners Missy Stolberg and Beth Murphy.

Meet Young Dancer

Claire Crossman		

By Hilary Morland

It’s not every American teen-ager who gets to travel to Russia to
spend a summer studying language, culture, and ballet, but Denver
high school junior Claire Crossman was able to have just such a lifechanging experience this year. As one of 13 American high school
students selected under the National Security Language Initiative
for Youth (NSLI-Y) to train at the Bolshoi Ballet Academy while also
studying Russian and living with host families, Claire learned as
much about the world as she did about her life-long passion, ballet.
An accomplished ballerina and gifted student, Claire has been
dancing since age three and training at the International Ballet
School in Littleton since she was five years old. She spends 25-30
hours per week at the studio, taking technique classes during the
week and rehearsing on the weekends. In addition, she manages
a heavy course load that includes AP Physics, AP US History, PreCalculus, Honors Chemistry, and Honors Spanish. And to top it all
off, Claire plays violin with the Colorado Youth Symphony Orchestra
and rehearses once a week after ballet classes. She also has
participated in Les Cygnettes and Les Demoiselles, and her mother,
Karen Crossman, makes time to be an active Denver Ballet Guild
member and the co-chair of DBG’s In-schools Program.
Claire gets all of this done with really good time management
skills, and says “I bring my homework to ballet class on Saturdays
and Sundays, and I’ll be reading a page or doing a math problem
in every spare minute. Sometimes the other girls tease me for
standing in the back of the studio reading during rehearsals.”
Claire’s hard work pays off -- she was a finalist at both the Youth
America Grand Prix ballet

competition and at DBG’s
Young Dancers Competition
this year. Claire says, “I
don’t think I would be the
person I am today without
ballet. It has taught me so
much about discipline and
commitment and hard work,
and those qualities spread to
all areas of my life. Ballet has
taught me how to work hard
and give my full attention
to something.”
Claire’s merit-based scholarship to study in Russia was awarded
by the U.S. State Department as part of a partnership between the
Bolshoi Ballet Academy, the Russian American Foundation, and the
U.S. State Department to cultivate young ambassadors in strategic
areas of the world. While in Russia, Claire was impressed with
the intensity and rigor of the Bolshoi training regimen, and a little
surprised at how long Russian ballet students are expected to hold
their splits! Claire learned about the program from a friend who
participated, and while there, she says, “I fell in love with Russia.”
She has since developed an interest in international relations and
would like to return for a full year in the program before dancing
professionally and then eventually attending college. Studying in
Russia has helped her to see past politics and to find common
ground among people.

“My experience in Russia helped me figure this out: ballet is
the same in Russia as it is in America,” she says. “Dance is
something we can all agree on.”

Le Bal de Ballet Presents its Class of 2018
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The 50th anniversary year theme is Golden Celebration, and the funds raised by the program go directly to the Denver Ballet
Guild’s many programs supporting dance companies and dance education in our community.
We invite all past Le Bal participants to join us for this historic celebration. For more information about Le Bal de Ballet 2018,
please contact Kari at karistewart@hotmail.com, or 720-934-9413.
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Support the Denver Ballet Guild on

Colorado Gives Day – December 5!
The Denver Ballet Guild is a non-profit, all-volunteer organization that has
supported dance arts in the Colorado community for more than 35 years. We
directly impact the community through outreach programs that benefit Colorado
youth.

Do you want your charity dollars to make a real impact? The DBG:
• Touches the lives of more than 5,000 at-risk school children annually with
Showcase of Dance. These children see live performances by professional dancers. The Guild spends more than $28,000 a year
for this program.
• We sponsor the Young Dancers Competition, in which Colorado amateur dancers compete for financial awards totaling $20,000
annually.
• Through In-School Programs, the DGB works with professional dance companies to bring dance education to individual Metro
Denver schools. More than 4,000 students see these performances annually.

We need your support to keep these and other programs going. Go to ColoradoGives.org to schedule your donation!
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